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A PREDICTIOR 


It is our firm belief that only a few years from now many who 
may now mildly favor the proposed union will be very, very 
thankful that our Church has continued as a separate and sov- 


ereign organization. 


The more the entire plan of union is studied: the more the im- 
plications of the proposed union are evaluated: the more it be- 
comes evident that the advantages of organic union are so far 

outweighed by the disadvantages that to go into the union is un- 
thinkable. 
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From Dr. L. Ross Lynn: 


The Assembly’s Committee on Christian Rela- 
tions, of which Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby was Chair- 
man, and Dr. John H. Marion was Director, made 
a report to the General Assembly of 1948 on the 
specific question of Roman Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism. This was adopted and distributed widely. 
The first sentence in the introductory statement by 
Dr. Marion was as follows: “The late Lord 
Tweedmuir, himself a loyal Scottish churchman, 
once remarked, that ‘Nothing is more divisive than 
a common creed, held with a difference’.” 


This is applicable to the church union question. 
It is argued that we unite on a common creed. 
However, the U.S. and U.S.A. churches give dif- 
ferent interpretations—the same creed, but with a 
difference that will prove divisive. 


CLERK S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
KING WILLIAM COUNTY 


August 2, 1954. 


Mr. H. B. Dendy, Secretary, 
Weaverville, N. C. + 


Dear Mr. Dendy: 


I thank you for yours of July 20th with en- 
closures with reference to the proposed merger of 
the Southern and Northern Presbyterian Churches. 


As an Elder of St. James Presbyterian Church 
of King William, Virginia, I am bitterly opposed 
to the proposed merger approved by our General 
Assembly, and I know this represents the feeling of 
practically every member of our church. 
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It appears to me that a group of so called Social 
Reformers are trying to seize control of our South- 
ern Church and force upon our churches this mer- 
ger and other so called reforms against the best in- 
terest. of our respective churches and against the 
will of a large majority of the General Assembly 
on the merger and on Segregation should be severely 
condemned by every congregation in our Southern 
Church. No better means could be employed to 
wreck our church. I shall at the next meeting of 
our Session propose such a resolution. 


I shall be glad to be of any assistance to you in 
this matter I can. 
Yours very truly, 
B. C. Garrett, Jr., 
King William, Virginfa. 


Judge Frank W. Smith, 
Grundy, Virginia. 


Dear Judge Smith: 


I have just read your article in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal.* I wish to commend you on 
this presentation of Church Union. It is gratifying 
to have the facts put so plainly. I belong to the 
Northern Church, but I believe if union is con- 
summated the fundamental truths of the Bible will 
disappear from the teachings of the one, big church. 
We know from centralization of government that 
things we cherish most are sometimes lost and in 
my opinion this will happen in Church union. 


Very sincerely, 
John W. Peelle, 
Rock Stream, N. Y. 


*Journal issue Aug. 4, 1954. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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The Gathering Storm 


A few weeks ago we wrote an editorial, “The 
spider Weaves On,” designed to, in some measure, 
illuminate the fact that the Communist world con- 
spiracy continues its deadly work with relentless 
success. | 


Rather than ease the world situation the Indo- 
China debacle has added fuel to the flames, for one 
Communist victory but adds to their insatiable 
determination for yet greater victories. 


As we write, there is a series of events, appar- 
ently unrelated on the surface, but all a part of 
Communism’s bid for world domination and all 
calculated to undermine the will to resist im- 
mediate and future infiltration and aggression: 


Dr. Otto John, a cleverly placed spy, actually 
sitting at the council table of those working against 
Communism has now returned to East Germany, 
not only to reveal our own counter measures but 
also to share in the clever propaganda with which 
Communism dupes the unwary and the ignorant. 


A group of prominent British Socialists visit 
Peking, being wined and dined in Moscow enroute. 
Knowing a little of how gracious and attractive the 
Chinese can be, we can well imagine how these 
visitors from England will find it hard to sift the 
chaff from the wheat, the real from the unreal, 
the true from the false. We do not know the origin- 
ators of this scheme to visit Peking but we predict 
it will prove of grave danger to the desperately 
needed solid front our two nations should present 
at this time. 


Mendes-France, mid-wife to France’s abject sur- 
render to Communism in Indo-China, now appears 
to have the French people behind him in yet greater 
adventures in the realm of international intrigue 
and compromise, none of which will help in the 
free world’s stand against the creeping paralysis 
of the Marxist philosophy. 


And now Communist China is announcing her 
intention of taking Formosa. At this juncture the 
words from Peking are trial balloons, to see how 
America will react. A stern, forthright and un- 
equivocal announcement that a move towards For- 
mosa on Communist China’s part will bring im- 
mediate and devastating reaction from America will 


go far to prick this bubble of conceit bred at the 
compromise councils of Geneva. 7 


It is right here that Christians in America should 
concentrate for the moment. For a decade we have 
compromised in the Far East. We fought a war we 
refused to win and have let the counsels of fear, 
and possibly in some places, of traitorous intrigue, 
keep us from taking the steps which moral and 
spiritual concepts demanded. 


To avoid this new challenge can accomplish not 
one good thing. Also, to criticize our national lead- 
ers for inaction is unfair if our own indecision 
makes them feel helpless to take a stand. 


It is the considered opinion of this writer that 
Christians in America should immediately inform 
their representatives in Washington that the day of 
compromise, appeasement and folly has past. We 
have experienced enough of the horrors of war to 
know what is involved. We believe war is, in fact, 
a judgment of God on sinning nations. But, we also 
believe there are times when the forces of evil are 
so active and so evident that Christians must say, 
STOP, one more step and we act. 


Had we had the moral and spiritual courage to 
so state and the determination to so act at given 
times during the past ten years the world situation 
would, we believe, be infinitely better today. 


May God give us the grace to act as He would 
have us do!! —L.N.B. 


Over And Beyond 


Over and beyond the vote on church union, what 
then? Many within the church will be greatly dis- 
satisfied and restless beyond description. Those who 
know the writer have no doubts as to where he has 
always stood and continues to stand on this vital 
question. He prays for victory but tries to pray 
“over and beyond.” 


After all, we are brethren in Christ belonging to 
the same branch of His precious Body. Those who 
oppose us are not children of the devil, but of God. 
They are earnest sincere people. We are greatly 
concerned for the whole Body of believers both 
ministers and members. On the one hand, we deeply 
deplore division for any cause, whatsoever, but on 
the other, we look with great misgivings and sad- 
ness on a denomination outwardly united but beset 
with such deep-seated tensions. We long for unity 
and revival within some reasonable framework of 
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agreement or disagreement. We have friends and 
splendid acquaintances on both sides. Many times 
seven thousand have not bowed the knee to Baal. 
It is difficult to look with happiness on the pros- 
pects within our church for either group, for, or 
against union, after the vote is taken. 


This is our urgent plea and we want to be spe- 
cific. Neither talk nor debate by themselves, will 
accomplish what we so greatly need, but God can. 
He is sufficient for any hour of crisis! He can 
change any situation! Christ our Lord is still the 
great Head of the Church! Let us call upon Him, 
not only individually, but collectively, for unity 
and spiritual renewal. May we donate the dollars 
and time necessary to gather for a great concert 
of earnest importunate prayer. QOur intercession 
may cover several days and nights. Such may de- 
mand sacrifices, confessions, repentance, fasting and 
intercession such as we have never experienced be- 
fore. But the rewards are worth the effort. God is 
able! “With Him all things are possible!’ “Call 
upon me and | will answer thee and show thee 
great and mighty things which thou knowest not.”’ 
(Jer. 33:3). Shall we not dare to believe and act 
accordingly ? 


As to the method of operation we trust there will 
come forth many constructive ideas. Someone has 
suggested there be regional prayer meetings for 
those in different parts of the Church. This is ex- 
cellent. 


The writer, personally, would not limit those 
called to prayer, but issue it to anyone and every- 
one in sympathy with the purpose, through the 
church periodicals. The size of the group would 
not make a great deal of difference. God hears when 
earnest, humble, believing souls realize the desper- 
ate needs of the times, whether they be many or few. 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yon- 
der place; and it shall remove: and nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” (Matt. 17:20). 


Most of us covenant to pray for some great need 
under the fine impulse of the hour, then go home 
and straightway forget what manner of promise we 
made. This is why we earnestly plead for a gather- 
ing for prayer at a particular place, a particular 
time and for a particular purpose. Humanly speak- 
ing Pentecost could not have been possible if every- 
body had remained at work or at home and mildly 
prayed as the matter came to mind. At least, this 
was not God’s appointed way. “They were all to- 
gether with one accord in ne place.” 


May we suggest if you are interested in this pro- 
posal write the Journal about it immediately. 
“Brethren pray for us.”’ —R.W.C. 


Recommend The Journal Jo Friends 


PAGE 4 


Differing As Brothers 


To the outsider, or the casual observer within 
the church, differing judgments of individuals may 
be interpreted as personal animosities. This should 
never be the case. 


Paul and Barnabas differed sharply; in fact the 
controversy was so great that they separated and 
went their several ways. Probably, as a result, more 
people heard the Gospel than would otherwise have 
been the case, for Barnabas took John Mark and 
went to Cyprus while Paul took Silas as his com- 
panion and went through Syria and Cilicia. 


The cause of this controversy between Paul and 
Barnabas was John Mark and his failure to stick 
on the job. However, in later years Paul asked for 
his return because, he said, ‘He is profitable to me 
for the ministry.” 


At one time Paul and Peter came to open con- 
flict over the question of eating with the Gentiles. 
And yet, in later years there was every evidence 
that these two men were close to one another in the 
Lord and their work for Him. 3 


There are two lessons we might learn from this. 
First, those standing on the side lines should re- 
member that strong convictions on a, church issue 
do not preclude true brotherly love between those 
who hold and express differences of opinion. 


Also, we who are engaged in controversy should 
always remember to so conduct ourselves, and to 
sO express our convictions, that our brothers on the 
other side may also be able to distinguish between 
strongly expressed convictions and any implied per- 
sonal animosity. 


“This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you,’ is a commandment 
from our Lord. By His grace let all of us obey and 
exemplify our obedience in cencrete behavior. 


—L.N.B. 


Testifying To The Kingship 
Of Christ In Our Own Church 


We have written of the omission of our strong 
statements on the Kingship of Christ from the 
Plan of Union as a primary objection_to accepting 
this Plan. More positively, we would here~call the 
attention of our own Church to these statements 
that our witness to the Reign of Him Who loved 
us and gave Himself up for us may not be confined 
to our Book of Church Order, but may become a 
flame in every congregation, every court, every 
board, agency and institution of our Church. In our 
Book we testify that Christ as King has given to the 
Church officers, oracles (words) and ordinances 
and that He has especially ordained therein His 
own system of doctrine, government, worship and 
discipline. May we check these items in our minds 
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ind hearts carefully and prayerfully and seek by 
them to give an ever clearer witness to His King- 


Jom of Grace? 
* 


In our Confession of Faith we have sought to — 


state the system of doctrine set forth in Holy Scrip- 
ture. We need to present that system in Scriptural 
proportions and balance. Today in stressing the 
world aspect of Christianity we need also to pro- 
claim the sovereignty of God’s election of grace. 
Calvinism is not universalism. Again, in magnify- 
ing the wonder of God’s love, may we not forget 
His holiness, His justice. It was said of Thomas 
Smythe that the justice of God was the background 
of all his preaching, the love of God in Christ the 
foreground of the picture. Ebal and Gerizim speak 
of a just God. The prophets show Him putting 
justice to the plummet line. The psalmists tell of 
His coming to judge the earth. Our Lord Jesus 
constantly arrayed one generation over against an- 
other in the judgment. Paul speaks of the righteous 
judgment of God Who will render to every man 
according to his works. Indeed, the judgment of 
God extends from Genesis through Revelation. 
Thank God that the blessed Saviour “bore the judg- 
ment that was against us all, freed us from sin and 
death, and reconciled the world to Himself.” 
@ 


It is reported that a group in the Church has 
decided that they are the majority, and consequent- 
ly they will rule in their own way, according to 
their own wishes. One earnestly hopes that these 
reports are erroneous. In any case, if any group 
“takes over” it will not be supplanting the rulership 
of a different group. It will be doing something 
much more serious—namely, setting aside the King- 
ship of Christ. It will repeat that against which old 
Samuel protested when ancient Israel called for a 
king of their own. 


In administering our Book of Church Order we 
distinguish what is Scriptural and consequently, the 
law of our Lord, from what is regulatory, the wis- 
dom of men. Those sections which are regulations 
ought to be adapted by the courts of the Church as 
the Word and the Spirit direct, not in the interest 
of judicial virtuosity, but for the glory of Christ 
the King. Here is a great preacher of the Gospel. 
A Church calls him when he is approaching seventy 
years. God blesses his pastorate with additions on 
profession of faith beyond those of his younger 
brethren in the ministry. The seal of the King is 
on that ministry. The Presbytery is wise in sub- 
ordinating the regulations of men to the reign of 
the King. 

The Reformed Reformation, in distinction from 

the Roman Catholic and the Lutheran Churches, 


numbers the commandment dealing with image wor- | 


ship as the Second Commandment. The result is to 
throw more emphasis on the proper ways of wor- 
shipping God than these other denominations have. 
Our Larger Catechism interprets the Second Com- 


AUGUST 25, 1954 


mandment as forbidding the making of any repre- 
sentation of God or of anyone of the Three Persons 
of the Trinity, of worshipping such a picture of One 
Person of the Godhead, or of worshipping God in 
it or by it. In recognizing Christ as King over our 
worship let us study this matter of the Presbyterian 
doctrine of worship. The Word of God is our ulti- 
mate book of common worship, our code of etiquette 
when we come to treat the courts of the Most High. 
Let us exercise care that we do so in ways of His 
own ordering. As we worship in His ways we have 
assurance that the King is in the audience, gra- 
ciously blessing His people. 


The Presence of the King was the moving force 
in Luther as in Calvin. Each called men to live 
coram Deo. The eye of the King sees where no 
priest can look, calling us to conscientious living. 
Accordingly, our Church does not seek to dictate 
every item of the conduct of our people. Preach the 
Gospel and bring people into the presence of their 
Lord and Saviour. There, there only, can they be 
trusted. 


Yet there are items on which our Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke and there the Church that is pro rege 
ought to echo His Word. Here she ought to testify 
that He is King and she is His witness. One such 
place is in the difficult matter of marriage and di- 
vorce. May the Committee and the Church have 
grace to maintain a sound testimony that Christ is 
King in this thorny matter! 


* @ * 


Perhaps these scattered reminders may call us 
each to study this matter for Himself and our sev- 
eral courts for themselves. That Christ may reign, 
it is the duty of every court to bear testimony against 
error in doctrine and practice, whether that error 
is in higher or in lower courts. Our Church ought 
to pause before approving new officers to inquire 
whether the King has provided these offices in His 
Word; and whether, if so, they might not have a 
more Scriptural term? Might not the term catechist 
have a‘more New Testament flavor than Associate 
in Christian Education? Might not Deaconess carry — 
the flavor of service which Christ and His Apostles 
Paul and Peter magnified more than the term Direc- 
tor which savors of the authority over others He 
rejected for His disciples? The Scottish Books of 
Discipline said that all the Church officers were 
ministers, for all were ordained for ministering. 


—W.C.R. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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On Church Union 


By Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church 


Augusta 


\ (With certain changes the speech given at the 
General Assembly by Dr. Robert Strong, Pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Ga.) 


It is a thrilling thing to be a member of a General 
Assembly in which such evident mutual respect pre- 
vails and the discussion of even a controversial ques- 
tion like this one can be carried on in an atmosphere 
of good will. Last year I attended the Assembly 
as an alternate, and it was that way then. Here 
again it is the case that both sides honor the sincer- 
ity of the other, both sides seek the good of the 
Church, both sides desire the advancement of the 
cause of Christ. hey conceive the way to advance 
the Church and the cause of Christ differently, 
sharply differently indeed. 


The immediate issue before us is the substitution 
of the minority report for the report of the Com- 
mittee on Inter-church Relations. In reality the 
whole issue is before us; we are in fact dealing with 
the categorical question on church union. 


Three lines of thought actuate us who support 
the recommendation of the committee that we vote 
NO on the merger of the churches: I. The Doc- 
trinal Issue Involved; II. The Organizational Dif- 
ferences Connected with the Plan of Union; III. 
The Practical Consequences in Terms of Disrup- 
tion Should Union Occur. 


I. There is a doctrinal issue involved in this 
question before us. We do not maintain that the 
USA Church has been infested through and through 
with modern unbelief. We are quick to acknowledge 
that in the Northern Church are hosts of Bible- 
believing ministers and members. We of the South 
and the North hold the Westminster Confession 
of Faith in common. The difference may perhaps 
best be defined by saying that in the North are 
found interpretations of the doctrinal standards 
that seriously deviate from ours. 


Doubtless many of us have our files in evidence 
of this. They may contain such shocking material as 
the letter of an Ohio Presbyterian pastor printed 
in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY of May 28, 1952, 
from which I quote a part: “Sir: I rejoiced in the 
provocative article, ‘Is Christianity a Myth?’ by 
R. A. Egon Hessel. I hope that it will violently 
stir the consciences of the many pastors who persist 
in preaching the abstract, mysterious, gloomy, obso- 
lete Christianity characteristic of the first century 


A. D. This is what is paralyzing Christianity today | 


—the boys who sing as their theme song, ‘Give me 
that old-time religion’.”” Now I do not offer that 
as typical of course. It may well be one of but a 
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few isolated instances. What would you say, how- 
ever, ought to be done about a Southern Presby- 
terian pastor writing like that? 


The doctrinal issue comes to sharp focus when 
we consider the view held of Scripture in the 
Northern Church official literature. To be up to 
the minute on this point I asked in March for the 
courtesy of samples of their New Curriculum ma- 
terials for the current quarter. The kindness was 
done me of sending them; it took a box 24’’x15’’x6” 
to contain the many items mailed to me. I| read this 
material. I am happy to pay tribute to the stout 
testimony given to the doctrine of the Trinity, to 
the forthright avowal of the doctrine of the virgin 
birth. But, one thing in particular greatly troubled 
me. There was a lesson devoted to a consideration 
of how we got the Bible. There was set forth and 
espoused what I am accustomed to call the destruc- 
tive higher criticism of the Scriptures. This is an 
approach that calls into question the integrity and 
historicity of important parts of Holy Writ and 
therefore undermines in the most damaging way the 
confessional position of the full truthfulness of the 


Bible. 


I cannot but maintain that it will not be to the 
good of the Church and to the advancement of the 
cause of Christ to unite with a body in which this 
is the official position, in the sense that it is taught 
in their Education Board’s Sunday School lessons. 
The center of gravity of the proposed united church 
will, I think it is safe to point out, be in the area 
in which the point of view to which I am objecting 
is found. The fact ought to be altogether disquiet- 
ing to us. 


II. The organizational difference into which the 
minority report seeks to lead us may be summed up 
by saying that in the Northern Church and in the 


Plan of Union the emphasis is upon centralization 


of authority. Our way is the way of de-centraliza- 
tion; with us the emphasis is upon presbytery. The 
difference comes to focus when we consider the 
General Council as it operates in the North and is 
provided for in the Plan of Union. The idea here 
is vastly different from our conception of things. 


Let me deal with this quickly by telling about a 
conversation | had recently with a prominent advo- 
cate of church union. He confessed to grave mis- 
givings occasioned by the very difference of which 
I speak. He pointed out that in 1934 the Northern 
Church proceeded to action against the great New 
Testament scholar, Dr. J. Gresham Machen, as a 
result of an initiative taken by their General Coun- 
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cil, followed by a mandate of the General Assembly 
that presbyteries discipline Dr. Machen and those 
who stood with him if they would not resign from 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions. The presbyteries would hear no plea con- 


_ cerning the constitutionality of the procedure; they 


asked the single question, will you obey the As- 
sembly’s mandate? Such a development would be 
unthinkable among us. The philosophy of central- 
ization of authority that underlay this tragic chap- 
ter in modern church history is embodied in the 


Plan of Union. 


[ must maintain that it will not be for the good 
of the Southern Church and for the advancement 
of the cause of Christ to approve such a plan. 


III. The practical consequences of the merger 
if consummated must now be quickly appraised. 
There can be no denying it that some churches will 
leave if Union comes. It is a question to be con- 
sidered whether there may not be also whole pres- 
byteries and even synods that will vote to depart. 
The issue of conscience is involved for these. How- 
ever much of Christian love and delight in the 
fellowship that is enjoyed in the Southern Church 
there may be, conscience will rule in this matter. 
And where the necessary 34 vote cannot be had, 


many churches will see valued individual members 
leaving for conscience’ sake. What all of this will 
mean in terms of rivalry, accusation, proselyting, 
unhappy controversy one can rather easily picture 
in his imagination. As a minister who has seen the 
suffering that church divisions bring, I hope with 
all my heart that we may vote to spare ourselves this 
pain, 


I have an ordination vow to study zealously the 
peace of the Church. I strongly think that I am 
fulfilling the obligation of that vow as I speak here 
today. I speak in behalf of preserving in peace the 
Southern Presbyterian Church; I urge against the 
division of our church. 


It is said that two negatives never make a posi- 
tive. Here is one time when they do. Vote NO on 
the motion to substitute the minority report for the 
committee’s recommendations; then vote NO on the 
categorical question concerning union. The _ posi- 
tive benefit will come of a year of controversy on 
the presbytery level saved. The positive benefit 
will come that we can get back on with the work 
of the Church undistracted, undivided. The positive 
benefit of peace will be ours. And thus will come 
the most positive benefits of the good of our church 
and of the advancing of the cause of Christ. 


The Rights Of The Congregation 


By Rev. J. R. Woods 


Timmonsville ... 


“Overture 49 from the Presbytery of Lafayette 
to the last Assembly was answered in the Negative, 
for the reason that instruction of representatives to 
Church Courts is not in accord with the Book of 
Church Order, and the right to inform representa- 
tives of the views of the congregation already ex- 
ists.”’ (Minutes of the Assembly, 1954, Part I, 
Page 67). The above overture and the action of 
the Assembly sent me back to the Book of Church 
Order. 


The Book of Church Order is very clear and ex- 
plicit as to the rights and authority of the Four 
Courts of the Church. But the tendency today is 
to narrow that number to two: the Presbytery and 
the Assembly. And on the part of Presbytery Com- 
mittees and Assembly Boards there is a growing 
centralization and paternalism, “Papa knows best, 
and no individual or Church should object in any 
way, but should follow all directives.’”’ Letters of 
constructive criticism are not answered, are not 
even acknowledged. Recently the statement was 
made that our Government is an Aristocracy. 
Ideally it may be true, but practically, the writer 
was ill-advised to use such a term. Instead, he 
should have remembered the words of the Lord 
Jesus about “servant” and “‘bond-servant” in Matt. 
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South Carolina 


20 to His disciples who wanted to rule and be first. 
For years the Synod has been spoken of as a “Fifth 
wheel,”’ but few would want to call the Session a 
“fifth wheel.’ In its own field, it is a Presbytery. 
It is not necessary in this paper to speak of the 
rights and authority of Presbytery and Session as 
the writer gladly and sincerely adopts the basic 
principles of our Presbyterian Church Government. 


But the Book of Church Order also sets forth the 
rights of the Congregation, and so this is still Pres- 
byterianism. 


1. The Congregation has the right to call its own 
minister. Chapter XXIV. 


a. “A man’s call to the Ministry must include 
the manifest approbation of God’s people.” Para- 
graph 100. 


b. “No man can be placed over a church, in any 
office, without an election, or, at least, the consent 


of that Church.” Paragraph 101. 


2. The Congregation has the right to be relieved 
of its minister.’ 


a. And may ask Presbytery to dissolve eee pas- 
toral relation. 
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b. “But whether the minister or the Church in- 
itiates proceedings for the dissolution of the relation, 
there shall always be a meeting of the Congregation 
called and conducted precisely in the same manner 
as when the call to a pastor is to be made out.” 


Paragraph 146. 


(Sometimes a Presbytery declines to accept a 
minister's resignation, if the Church does not con- 
cur. But a Presbytery would not force a Church 
to keep a man who was unacceptable. ) 


3. The Congregation has rights with efefence 
to the Session. 


a. “The Elders, the immediate representatives of 
the people, are chosen by them.” Paragraph 43. 


b. The Congregation may decide on the Rotation 
of Elders. Paragraph 156. 


c. “If one-fourth of the persons entitled to vote 
shall at any time request the Session to call a Con- 
gregational Meeting for the purpose of electing 
additional officers, it shall be the duty of the Session 
without delay to call such a meeting.”’ Paragraph 


148. 


d. A Congregation may “recall’’ an Elder. 


“A Ruling Elder or Deacon, though chargeable 
with neither heresy nor immorality, may become un- 
acceptable in his official capacity to a majority of 
the Church which he serves. In such case the Church 
may take the initiative by a majority vote at a regu- 
larly called Congregational Meeting, and request 
the Session to dissolve the official relationship be- 
tween the Church and the officer without censure. 
The Session, after conference with the Ruling 
Elder, or Deacon, and after careful consideration 
may use its discretion as to dissolving the official 
relationship. In either case the Session shall report 
its action to the Congregation.”” Paragraph 154. 


(The Session could disregard the wishes of the 
Congregation, then the Congregation, in a consti- 
tutional manner, could elect Elders so that its wishes 
would be carried out.) 


4. The Congregation has one particular right 
with references to the Deacons. 


“In matters of special importance effecting the 
property of the Church, they (the Deacons) can- 
not take final action without the consent of the 
Congregation.” Paragraph 45. 


(“By good and necessary inference,” neither can 
the Elders take final action in matters of special 
importance affecting the property of the Church, 
without the consent of the Congregation. ) 


5. And the Congregation has rights in well- 


established practices in the Church. 


a. The Presbytery sends down Benevolent ask- 
ings to the Churches. 
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b. The Annual Budget for the Church is drawr. 
up by the Deacons, it is approved by the Elders 
but it must be adopted by the Congregation. 


c. The Congregation may vote to repair the 
Sanctuary and even to move the whole Church 
without ever referring the matter to Presbytery. 


Extensive repairs were made at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, San Antonio, Texas, with no 
reference to Western Texas Presbytery. 


The First Presbyterian Churches of Houston, 
Texas and of New Orleans, La., and the Church 
of the Covenant, Charlotte, N. C., moved and 
built on new locations with no reference respec- 
tively to Brazos, to New Orleans, to Mecklenburg 
Presbyteries. 


Congregations in our Southern Church are dis- 
satisfied not with the Principles of Presbyterianism, 
but with the way some men apply them. At least 
three ministers went to the Assembly as Commis- 
sioners from three different Presbyteries that had 
already expressed an opinion against Church Union. 
These ministers voted their convictions for Union. 
They had a right to their convictions, but, it is an 
open question, whether they were representing their 
Presbyteries when they voted contrary to the re- 
corded votes of their Presbyteries. This kind of 
“liberty” may lead to anarchy, ‘every man doing 
what is right in his own eyes.” Churches and Pres- 
byteries are distressed that their wishes are dis- 
regarded and contradicted in this matter that so 
vitally effects their life and work. 


In conclusion, may I return briefly to Paragraph 
45. The results of Church Union will be of especial 
importance affecting the property of the Church 
and affecting many other phases of the life and 
work of the Church. By good and necessary infer- 
ence, I believe neither the Presbytery nor the As- 
sembly should take final action without the consent 
of the Congregations. And so in the coming days 
and months, before a vote is‘taken in the Presby- 
teries, the Congregations will exercise their right 
that already exists, to inform their representatives 
and even their ministers (see Acts 18:26) of their 
views and convictions, and such a ground swell may 
appear that will be heard and acted upon in the 
Presbyteries. In these days there should be a great 
volume of prayer to God to learn His Will; there 
should be the fullest distribution of information; 
and there should be the freest discussions in small 
groups, in Congregations and in Presbyteries, so 
that, when the vote is taken, it may be in accord 
with the Will of God and with the deepest con- 
victions of God’s People expressed through their 
representatives in the Presbyteries. 


“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Ith 


m 
ul 
= 
G1 
6th 
i Ww 
bu 
tu 
ar 
g 
j a 
| SV 
W 
to 
O 
re 
th 
to 
| dc 
de 
a 
| hi 
d 
Ww 
| 
tf 
ev 
A 


“SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


i ESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Growth Through Useful Work 


Scripture: Colossians 3:23, 24; I Thessa- 
lonians 4:106, 11; Il Thessalonians 3:6-13. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 19. 


The Bible begins with the work of God; His Creative work: ‘““And God saw everything that he had 


made, and behold, it was very good.” 


In Psalms 19 we read: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handi- 


work.” The creation of man was His concluding work of creation. 


‘We are His workmanship,” says 


Paul. Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” ““My meat is to do the will of him that sent 


me, and to finish his work.” Before Jesus entered 
upon His public ministry, He worked with His 
hands in the carpenter shop at Nazareth, and after- 
wards, He, as Teacher, Preacher, and Physician, 
did the work of all three. He was so tired at times 
that He could sleep in a fishing boat while the storm 
was raging. 


Man was made not to be idle, but to work. Be- 
fore the Fall his work was neither tiresome, nor a 
burden. He was to dress and keep the Garden of 
Eden, and we can think of nothing more delight- 
ful, for he had no thorns or thistles to worry him, 
and I am sure, no pests or diseases to destroy what 
grew in that garden. When sin came, all nature was 
affected, and his work became a hardship; in the 
sweat of his brow he labored. Even now, however, 
work should be a delight. The man with nothing 
to do is usually a miserable man. 


Work has many rich compensations. It develops 
our muscles; it makes us tired so that we can enjoy 
rest and sleep; we grow by working, and as we see 
the results of our labor, we are richly rewarded. 


Our work should be useful work. There are evil 
forces in the world which are busy trying to tear 
down and destroy. Part of Jesus’ mission was to 
destroy the works of the devil. 


“Sin worketh; let me work, too; 
Sin undoeth; let me do: 
Busy as sin my work I ply, 
*Till I rest in the rest of eternity.” 


!. Let Our Hearts be in Our Work: 
Colossians 3:23, 24. 


“Do it heartily, as unto the Lord.” No one makes 
a success, even in ordinary work, who does not put 
his heart into it. A farmer who hates to farm, or a 
doctor who hates to practice medicine, a merchant 
who takes no interest in selling merchandise, or a 
teacher who dislikes the classroom, are not likely to 
make a success out of their work, or certainly get 
little joy and satisfaction in life. ‘his is even more 
true in spiritual work. If we remember that all our 
work is to be done “as unto the Lord,” it will make 
even the common task a noble one. Someone has 
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said that if we sweep a room as to the Lord, we 
make a glorious act out of it. The Christian serves 
Christ. Even the slaves in Paul’s day could “adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” In 
their lowly place, doing their common task, they 
could make the teaching of Christ beautiful and 
attractive. Is it too much for Christ to expect us 
to do the same? 


Work done in such a spirit will be richly re- 
warded. Jesus said that even a cup of cold water 
given in His name, or in the name of a disciple, 
would not lose its reward. Let us put our whole 
hearts in the work we do for Him. 


II. Doing Our Own Work: 
I Thessalonians 4:10b, 11. 


every man his work,” 


parable in Mark 13:32-37. 


‘That ye may increase more and more.” We 
should be able to do more and better work as the 
days go by. This is the opposite of what most people 
think, but if your physical health does not give 
way, an older man should be able to do better work 
than a younger one. He may not be able to stand 
as much manual labor, but his experience should 
enable him to work’more efficiently. Some men have 
done their best work after most men are ready to 
retire. Our health may give way, of course, and we 
may be unable to work. I have seen, however, cases 
where men have retired, and having nothing to do, 
became dissatisfied and restless. ¢ 


Y 

“Study to be quiet.”” We do not have to make a 
lot of noise when we work. It is not the machine 
that squeaks and rattles that does the best work. 
A little oil will often make it work smoothly and 
quietly. A visitor in a large manufacturing plant 
was taken to the “quiet room” and was told that 
in this room the power was generated to turn all 
the wheels in the building. A little boy had his dog 
hitched to the lawn mower. Someone came by, and 
the dog stopped pulling and began to bark. “Don’t 
mind his barking,” said the boy, “it is easier to 
bark than to pull.” It is far easier to make a noise 
than to work hard and quietly. There is a lot of 


said Jesus, in His 
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“barking” done where there ought to be some “puil- 


ing. 


“Do your own business.” Here, again, a great © 


many people fail, because they want to do the work 
of somebody else, and neglect their own work. I 
have seen this happen over and over again. On some 
job where several men were employed, some would 
quit what they were doing to crowd around an- 
other man and give advice as to how his particular 
part could be done. 


“Work with our own hands.’”’ Our hands were 
made for honest labor. They should not be idle 
hands, folded in our laps, but busy doing the work 
which they find to do. They should be clean hands, 
often soiled, to be sure, with the dirt and dust of 
earth, but never with the filth of sin. They should 
be kind hands, ministering to the needs of others. 
In the beautiful description of the “virtuous wo- 
man” in Proverbs 31 we read, “She layeth her 
hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 
She stretcheth out her hands to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy.”’ We are to 
do with our might whatever our hands find to do. 


Ill. Always Busy, but Never “Busybodies” : 
II Thessalonians 3:6-13. 


To “walk disorderly,” in Paul’s estimation, was 
the same thing as refusing to work. He had no use 
for lazy people. As was usual among the Jews, he 
learned a trade, as well as being educated for a pro- 
fession, and he often supported himself by his work 
as a tent-maker. In this he was but following the 
noble example of His Master, the Carpenter of 
Nazareth. He prided himself upon the fact that he 
had not “walked disorderly’ among the Thessa- 
lonians, but worked in order that he might not be 
“chargeable to any of you.” 


“That if any would not work, neither should he 
eat.’ This looks like a harsh rule when we first 
read these words, but Paul, of course, was think- 
ing of ablebodied men who had no reason for not 
working. He was always ready to care for the sick, 
or those who needed help. It is a good rule for our 
modern times, for there are those today who are 
perfectly willing to ‘“‘sponge’’ on others when they 
are able to take care of themselves. There is no 
place for “drones” in the family of Christians. 


“We hear that there are some - - - busybodies.”’ 
This is often the case, for there is a queer twist in 
human nature which makes us yearn to meddle in 
the aftairs of other people. We talk about, and even 
criticize the work done by other people, and are 
eager to advise them how to run their business. It 
is easier to tell someone else how to do their work 
than to make a success of our own. We see this in 
all walks of life. The Book of Proverbs warns us 
of these meddlers; ‘‘fools will be meddling.” 


“With quietness they work, and eat their own 
bread.”” What a message for our economic world 
today! The business world is torn apart by turmoil 
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and strite. Labor and Capital are in a continual 
war with each other, and strikes are of almost dai:y 
occurrence. 


“Be not weary in well doing.” In Galatians he 
enlarges upon this thought: “‘Be not weary in wel 
doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.”’ (Galatians 6:9). It is so easy for us to get 
tired doing good, as the little girl said when they 
kept after her about being good; “Do you never get 
a vacation from being good?” I am afraid some of 
us look at it this way. 


We know that it is a good thing to read and 
study our Bibles, but some are tempted to neglect 
this day by day persistent Bible study. If we do not 
get weary, however, we will reap a wonderful har- 
vest some day, for this constant feeding upon the 
Word of God will result in the building of a rich 


character. 


We know that it is a good thing to pray, to keep 
on praying; to pray without ceasing; to be impor- 
tunate in prayer. But sometimes we grow weary; 
we ask the question, perhaps, What profit is there 
when I pray? ‘The men and women who have 
wrought great miracles for God have been those 
who never got tired praying. 


We know that attending the services of Worship 
in the House of God is a good thing. Some people, 
especially in the hot Summer, or on rainy days, get 
tired of coming to Church. They break their regu- 
lar habit, and then, perhaps get. away from this 
habit altogether. 


We know that we should love our neighbors as 
ourselves; that we should “go about doing good” to 
all men. We get discouraged at times because there 
seems to be little response on the part of those whom 
we are trying to help, and we give up our practice. 


These, and other forms of well doing, make us 
grow. They are means of grace. To persist in well 
doing will bear a rich harvest; we shall reap, if 
we faint not. We cannot grow unless we practice 
our religion. Practice makes perfect in this realm 
as well as in other spheres of life. Are we really 
working at this business of being a Christian? In 
the harvest field there is work to do, The grain is 
ripe, and the reapers few. As I write these words the 
farmers are busy in the hot sun reaping their grain. 
The thermometer is above ninety, but they are hard 
at work. In John 4:36 Jesus says, “And he that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal.” The Master is saying to each of us. 
Go, work today in the vineyard or harvest field. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 5 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Come - Easy Go 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 


Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-33 

Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be Conse- 
crated” 

Offering 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(The value of this program will depend largely 
on the thought which you and your speakers give 
to its preparation and presentation. Your purpose 
is (1) to show the young people that Christ is con- 
cerned about the ways they earn and spend their 
money, and (2) to lead them to take Christ into 
account in their earning and spending. If at all 
possible, try to lead into a discussion in which 
many of the young people will take part. One of 
the best ways of doing this is to be prepared with 
a few questions of your own to ask the speakers 
concerning the points they make. ) 


There may be some question in our minds as to 
how easily money comes into our possession, but we 
will all admit that it goes easily. We can at least 
agree with the second half of the program topic, 
“Easy Come, Easy Go.” Earning and _ spending 
money may not seem to be a very religious subject, 
but perhaps we shall see that it is more significant 
for Christians than we have thought. One thing 
is sure, as our years increase we are very likely 
to be more and more engaged in earning and spend- 
ing money. We believe that Christianity is the re- 
ligion which is concerned with all of life. When a 
man gives his heart to Christ, it affects every phase 
of his life, including the ways he earns and spends 


money. Our speakers will help us examine some of 


the ways of earning and spending in the light of 
Christian practice and principles. 


First Speaker: 


Most of the money which comes into our posses- 
sion must be earned, but sometimes we receive it as 
a gift. This is especially true of children and young 
people whose spending money may come as a gift 
from their parents or others. Point out some of the 
dangers in receiving money in this way, and sug- 
gest attitudes a Christian should have upon receiv- 
ing a gift. 


Returning to the subject of earning, why does it 
make any difference to Christ how we go about 
making money? Is it not true that when we work 
for money we are actually giving a part of ourselves 
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(time, skill, strength, knowledge, wisdom, or per- 
sonality) in exchange for wages? Is it not also true 
that what you have to trade or exchange for money 
(skill, strength, etc.) has come to you from God! 
You are God’s because He has made you what you 
are. You are His because Christ died to redeem 
you. See Ps. 24:1, 2 and I Cor. 6:19, 20. When 
you earn money you are spending your life for it. 
If you are a Christian, your life belongs to God, 
and He is naturally quite concerned with how you 
spend it. 


For a job to be pleasing to God it must involve 
some worthwhile service. This is the difference be- 
tween working in a grocery store and a bar room. 
Of course an employment must be honest in order 
to be pleasing to God. A Christian could not be 
in any business which cheats people. Before a job 
can be satisfactory to God it must allow the one 
who holds it to fulfill all his obligations to Christ. 
This is why a Christian cannot take a position 
which will interfere with his worship and service of 
Christ or his keeping of the Sabbath. Mention any 
other qualifications for Christian employment you 
can think of, and invite the young people to dis- 
cuss them. 


Second Speaker: 


One of the worst errors in the whole realm of 
Christian stewardship is the idea that if we give 
a certain proportion of our money to the church, 
it does not make any difference to the Lord what 
we do with the rest. Christ is very much concerned 
with the way all of our money is spent. Steward- 
ship involves the use we make of all that we have 
and are. All of this summed up means that if we 
take our religion seriously, it will determine the 
way we spend our money. 


Christians will not use their means to buy things 
which are harmful to themselves or others, such as 
intoxicants or impure amusements. Mention other 
things in this category which may be a problem in 
your section or community. Christians will not 
spend wastefully. This rules out unnecessary luxury 
and gambling. Christians should use their material 
possessions thoughtfully and thriftily, but not selfish- 
ly. Of course, the best way to invest money is in 
the work of the Lord, in the spreading of the Gos- 
pel of Christ which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion. Encourage the young people to discuss Chris- 
tian ways of spending. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Remind the hearers that the way a person spends 
his life and his money has great bearing on his 
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spiritual condition. “For where your treasure is, 
there will be your heart also.’”’ Matt. 6:21. Show 
how the way a man makes money or the way he 
spends it can separate him from Christ or can keep 
him from coming to Christ in the first place. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 72 
“T Am Waiting To FEEL Right” 


Fishers of men often run upon this snag: “I’m 
waiting to feel right.” Some people honestly think 
they must have an emotional spasm before becoming 
a Christian. That is not true. It is as unreasonable 
as if one suffering from an acute illness should say, 
“I won’t call the doctor until I feel right.’”’ The 
wise doctor will diagnose the trouble and provide 
a remedy that will not only cure, but will produce 
a wonderful feeling. When the Great Physician 
puts His healing touch upon the sinner, the heart 
will know its e happiness in a measure never 
experienced before. Of course the sinner does not 
feel right, and he will never feel right until he 
accepts Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 


The emotions (or ‘‘feelings’’) are a delightful 
asset to the true Christian, but they do not make a 
safe guide for the unregenerated. Indeed they may 
mislead and cause one to miss the way. The devil 
uses “feelings” for that very thing. The resisting 
prospect does not “feel right’ because he is feeling 
wrong. He is in a fog. 


But this brother must be dealt with tactfully 
and patiently. Use the Word. Show him that his 
salvation does not depend upon his feelings, but 
upon the love and the power of God—and upon 
God’s truthfulness and the absolute certainty of 
God’s keeping His covenant promise. Quote to him 
John 5:24, in the words of Jesus Christ: “Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, HATH everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is PASSED from death unto life.”’ Show him that 
Jesus did not say “He that feeleth right.” It is 
simply accepting something which is offered, believ- 
ing that it is all that the Giver claims it to be. Show 
him that there is nothing to be lost and everything 
to be gained by trusting Him and taking Him at 
His Word. A converted gambler said, “It is just 
betting my life that God’s Word is true.” That 
was his gambler’s way of expressing it, but he had 
something there. Look at Matthew sitting at 
his tax table. Jesus saw him and spoke two words 
to him. “Follow me.” And the record is that “he 
left all, rose up, and followed him.” (Luke 5:27, 
28). Notice the order of the action. He “left all’ 
before he rose to follow. It was the assent of Mat- 
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thew’s will. It was a simple surrender. Then 1¢ 
was enabled to rise and follow. If he had waited ‘o 
‘feel right,’ doubtless he would have waited in “his 
all” until the undertaker came for him. And what 


a wonderful contribution Matthew made to tie | 
He must | 
have been feeling fine, for at once he made a feast ! 
at his house and invited a great company in honor | 
of his new found Master. It would have been two | 


working out of His Lord’s great plan. 


bad if he had waited to “feel right.” 


Women’s Work 


Radio Bible Class 


Out of the frustration of a business circle chair- 


man came a new idea. It was a small circle, the © 
second business circle in the church, organized to | 
meet the needs of young women who work and also | 
have homes and families to look after. These women — 


are terribly busy and very loath to give up precious 


nights at home when they need to sew and mend — 


and clean and wash and iron and enjoy their hus- 


bands and children. So the circle was never large. | 
If twelve or fifteen came to a meeting, it was a | 
great success. But the town and church were full — 
of working homemakers, and eighty names had been | 


assigned to this circle by the Woman’s Board. Pro- 


tests were of no avail. The rules said that every | 


woman in the church was a member of the women’s 
organization. Repeated telephone calls brought lit- 
tle results. Most of the eighty simply did not think 
they had time to attend a circle meeting, and after 
several calls they showed considerable impatience. 
So the chairman put on her thinking cap, and be- 
fore long she had an idea to suggest to the Woman’s 
Boawd. 


For about fifteen months now the Women of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee, Florida, 
have sponsored a monthly radio program called the 
‘Radio Bible Circle.” It is a fifteen-minute Bible 
study using the same material presented in the circle 
meetings, this year the book of Acts. The two teach- 
ers so far have been Mrs. E. Graff Carr and Dr. 
Sarah Herndon. We have a night spot, 9:45 P.M. 
the Friday after the circle meetings. We catch a 
good many listeners because it comes immediately 
before the ten o'clock news broadcast. Notice is 
given in the church bulletin both in the monthl; 
schedule which comes out the first Sunday in the 
month and in a brief reminder the Sunday before 
the program. The Women of the Church pay for 
the time out of their budget, and the cost is no! 
excessive. However, we have talked about getting 2 
sponsor, someone perhaps from our own church 
who would be satisfied with a brief statement o: 
sponsorship without an extended commercial. The 
program opens with an organ theme, then, after an 
announcement of the program and speaker, the 
Bible study uses the rest of the fifteen minutes. 
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i.esponses have been good. Though we have no 
act ial survey of listeners, we know that many peo- 
ple are enjoying the program, not just in our own 
church but all over town. So far we have done 
litt'e to follow up with the group that we especially 
waited to reach, but we are planning to make a 
survey of the inactive people on all the circle lists 
ani try to organize another home circle. If we can 
find out those who listen regularly, we will supply 
them with Guide Books so that they can follow the 
lessons more intelligently and perhaps prepare for 
them. A chairman for this group would be appoint- 
ed along with the other circle chairmen. It is pos- 
sible that she might need a committee to help her 
keep up with such a large group. 


This is a field just beginning to open up. Tele- 


vision has possibilities for making such a program 


even more attractive. If we cannot bring the women 
to the church, perhaps we can take the church to 
them. We have no idea of the fruitfulness of God’s 
Word sowed upon such a field. 


—Sarah Herndon. 


You Teach Christ 
Through Your Rally Day Program 
Through your Rally Day offering YOU have 


a part in the teaching mission of our Church 
throughout our entire Southland: 


—YOU help improve the teaching materials used 
in Presbyterian Sunday schools all across our 
Assembly. 


—YOU help support three special educational lead- 
ers—to counsel with and to serve Christian teach- 
ers in our Negro, Mexican, and Indian churches. 


—YOU help support fourteen regional directors of 
Christian education—to counsel with and to serve 
Christian teachers in every synod of our Church. 


—YOU help train, and in some cases support teach- 
ers for vacation church schools all over our As- 


sembly. 


—YOU help provide training for Sunday school 
teachers, parents, and church officers—so that 
they may know how to fulfill their responsibility 
of furthering Christian teaching in church and 


home. 


—YOU help counsel, and train, and sometimes 
support, students in our Presbyterian Colleges— 
young people who will be the teachers and par- 
ents of tomorrow. 


—YOU help support young men in our theological 
seminaries—men who will be teachers of teachers 


for the next half-century. 
Through your Rally Day offering YOU do all 


these things—and vastly more besides. For your 
Rally Day offering goes to your Assembly’s Board 
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GOOD Reasons for buying 
a Church Extension Annuity 


A safe security—which gives liberal returns—and 

is permanent—details simplified, removing worry— 

a complete gift—deductible, in part, from income 

taxes—and more than everything—A WITNESS 
FOR CHRIST. 


WRITE TODAY 
FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 
BOOKLET 

“Facing the Future 


with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Dept. 3 Atlanta, Ga. 


of Christian Education to extend Christian teach- 
ing throughout the length and breadth of our South- 
land. 


What Of The Millions 
Who Wait? 


Thirteen million people are expected to hold 
their own Scriptures in their hands and read them 
for themselves because of the work of the American 
Bible Society in 1954. Several million of these peo- 
ple will read the Good News for the first time. 


This gigantic program of Scripture publication 
and distribution calls for a budget of $2,701,000. 
This is $150,000 above the 1953 budget. Thanks to 
the devoted support of hundreds of thousands of 
Bible lovers in America, the Society confidently 
expects this amount will be received. 


But beyond these, other challenges wait to be 
met—and those who wait are many millions of 
people, of whom the greatest number know little 
or nothing of the Gospel of Christ. Action to meet 
them with the Bible requires some $570,250 beyond 
the budget of 1954. —Bible Society Record. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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The Woman’s Training School 
Montreat — 1954 


I looked unto the hills, and I saw— 


Busy women coming from every section of the 
General Assembly in answer to the call, “Come Ye 
Apart,” coming to refresh mind and soul and to 
study women’s responsibility in the program of our 
Church. On the faces were expressions of anticipa- 
tion, expectation, and perhaps for the “first timers’’ 
a little awe and wonder. Awe, at the beauty of 
God’s handiwork, and wonder at the magnitude of 
the inner workings of a great Church. | saw, and 
gave a prayer of Thanksgiving for the improve- 


ments in evidence on all sides; the completed His-. 


torical Foundation, the new Book Store, improve- 
ments in the World Mission Building and the Lake- 
side Building, the beautiful new Literature Room 
and the many newly paved walks which made walk- 
ing easier, 


I saw the patience, eagerness and cheerfulness of 
Dr. McGregor and all those who served to make 
our stay pleasant and comfortable. No effort was 
spared in their desire to please. The members of 
the Board of Women’s Work, the Staff, and the 
Faculty were always generous and gracious in an- 
swering endless questions, in counseling, and just 
visiting, when time permitted. 


The warmth of Christian Fellowship was felt as 
we saw friendships renewed and new ones being 
formed. The fun and recreation of the Receptions 
and the Synodical Parties was refreshing to weary 
minds and bodies. Many ideas were shared, ques- 
tions were answered, problems solved as women 
walked together, stopped to chat, yes, even as they 
stood in the ever present lines. : 


I saw women steal away from the busy crowds 
to the Prayer Room or some other secluded beauty 
spot for a moment of quiet communion with God. 


I listened, and I heard— 


The clear tones of the early morning chimes calling 
every one to “‘Personal Meditations,” in the place 
of her choice, to strengthen her for the activities of 
the day.— 


The messages from God’s Word, given in the 
Bible Hour, drew all together for a period of soul 
enrichment, self examination and challenging be- 
fore dividing into various classes, where, under the 
leadership of the most capable, consecrated men and 
women, we studied how to better fulfill “Our 
TasK—ONeE Wortp IN Curist.”— 


It was inspiring to hear the sincere testimony of 
radiant, dedicated youth as they told why they must 
“Go unto the uttermost parts of the world” to wit- 
ness for Jesus Christ.— 


One was thrilled as Christ’s messengers from 
‘other lands gave a glimpse of the ‘Response of 
Women” in their lands, to “Our Task—” 
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Sometimes we were told discouraging and start- f 


ling facts which were not good to hear but whch 
served to awaken us to our responsibilities as 


Women of the Church.— 


Announcements of plans for future studies and | 


actions were received with a contagious enthusiasm } 


that was exciting and encouraging.— 


I was still and | felt the presence of God as over 


eleven hundred women gathered around star-lighted 
Lake Susan, holding high lighted candles, symbolic 
of the inner light that comes from a renewed con- 


secration to Christ, and with heads and hearts bow- 
ed, rededicate their lives to Jesus Christ and the | 


work of His Kingdom.— 


The closing message by the Moderator of the 
General Assembly was dynamic in its challenge— 
“What is that in thine hand? Is it much or little? 
What will you do with it?” 


—Lois (Mrs. J. R.) Sheppard, 


Alexandria, Louisiana. 


Church News 


Men! Be Sure To REGISTER 


For The New Orleans Convention! 


The New Orleans Men’s Convention Registra- 
tion Committee reports from that city that a num- 
ber of men are making reservations directly with 
the hotels or motels or are staying with relatives 
or friends and as a result are not registering with 
the Committee. 


ALTHOUGH NO registration fee is required for 
the Convention, I wish to strongly urge all men 
coming to the Convention to register regardless of 
where they are going to stay and to fill out the 
standard yellow registration blank which has been 
provided and mail the same to the ‘Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention,” Box 16, New Orleans 6, 
Louisiana. This is essential for the Local Commit- 
tee to make adequate preparations for the Conven- 
tion and also in order that each man may have his 
name tag and other material in the Convention 
Packet prepared and ready for immediate delivery 
to him upon his arrival. 


John V. Matthews, 

President Assembly Men’s Council 
and Promotion Chairman New Orleans 
Presbyterian Men’s Convention. 


Texas Synod 


The Synod of Texas will convene at 7:30 P.M.., 
Tuesday, September 14, 1954 at the Presbyterian 
Mo-Ranch Assembly, Hunt, Texas. 


E. A. Dean, Stated Clerk. 
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World Missions Receipts 


BBulzet for 1954 $2,874,900.00 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 46.20 
Balince needed for the year ____ $1,546.643.13 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


+ Reidsville (N. C.) First 


Church Calls Pastor 


Rev. John Grier Parks, Jr., of Somerset, Ky., 
has accepted the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Reidsville, N. C., and is expected to 
arrive early in September to enter upon his duties. 
He will succeed the acting pastor, Rev. Hugh Reid 
Montgomery who is entering the Navy as a chap- 
lain. 


Mr. Parks is a native of Concord, N. C., son 


of Mr. and Mrs. John Grier Parks, now residing 


in Johnson City, Tenn. He attended The McCallie 
School in Chattanooga, received his B.A. degree at 
Princeton, and had his theological training at Faith 
Theological Seminary in Wilmington, Del., now 


located in Philadelphia. 


Resolutions And Overture 


The following was adopted, without a dissenting 
vote, by the Session of the Manning, South Caro- 
lina, Presbyterian Church, in meeting in the Ses- 
sion Room on August 1, 1954: 


1. That we reject the recommendation of the 
recent General Assembly against segregation of the 
races in our Church and its institutions. We be- 


ylieve that continued separation will be more con- 
ducive to peaceful relations between the races, and 


that it is essential to the continued life and progress 


of our Church. 


2. That we likewise reject recommendation of 
the General Assembly of organic union of our de- 
nomination with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
(Northern) and the United Presbyterian Church; 
and we commend the recent action of Harmony 
Presbytery whereby the question was docketed for 
final action by Presbytery at its fall meeting when 
we earnestly hope that it will be defeated by unani- 
mous vote. 


3. That the foregoing resolutions shall consti- 
tute an overture to the higher Church Courts and 
that a copy hereof shall be sent to the Stated Clerk 
of Harmony Presbytery; to the Stated Clerk of 
the Synod of South Carolina; and to the Stated 
(Clerk of General ssembly. 


M. B. O'Bryan, 
Clerk of the Session. 
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Hampton (Va.) Church 


Dr. William H. Leach, of Cleveland, Ohio, a 
minister of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., is 
serving as the guest minister at the First Presby- 
terian Church, Hampton, Virginia, during the 
month of August. Dr. Leach is known to our min- 
isters as the founder and editor of Church Manage- 
ment, a magazine which has served the churches of 
America for the past thirty years. 


Dr. W. J. B. Livingston, minister of the Hamp- 


ton church, together with his family, is spending 


the month at a New Hampshire camp and at Massa- 
netta Springs Conference. 


Vanguard Bible Class’ 
Fiftieth Anniversary 
Sunday, September 12 has been selected for the 


50th Anniversary and Home Coming Celebration 
of the Vanguard Bible Class of the First Presby- 


-terian Church, Raleigh. 


Principal speaker for the occasion will be Dr. 
Benjamin R. Lacy, President Union Theological 
Seminary and recently Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 


Several other charter members, some of whom are 
still active, will be on hand, including the first 
President of the Class, D. I. Fort; and John Monie 
and Carey Durfey, both also past presidents. 


The Class was incorporated November 1, 1954, 
as a non-stock corporation, for religious purposes, 
the promotion of the Kingdom of God, tithing, and 
to deal in real and personal property. 


Several members of the Class did the actual 
labor of digging the foundations to the new quar- 
ters. Following the increase in membership, and 
after Dr. W. McC. White came to Raleigh, the 
Class conceived the idea of building a church on the 
East, on the North, on the South and on the West 
of Raleigh. The results show for themselves and 
stand as monuments to the Class’s efforts. On the 
East is the First Vanguard Church; and the North 
is the Westminster Church; on the South is the 
Buffaloe Vanguard Church; and on the West is 
the West Raleigh Presbyterian Church. 


About 1905 the Class bought from the Com- 
mercial National Bank, near the Wake County 
Home, a tract of land bordering on Hudson Street 
and Reaves Drive. They sold off some lots, kept 
about one third of a block, and on this plot of 
ground stands the manse, hut, the Vanguard Chapel 
and the Westminster Church; the last two being 
connected. The Church is the last word in point 
of construction, with oil heat and a full basement. 


The Class has been very liberal in contributing 
towards educating worthy ministers, to Churches, 
summer schools, Barium Springs Orphanage and 
other worthwhile causes. 
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